* he 


VOL I. 


The Athenian Mercury. © 


a . bi f 


> ‘. f 
P * ‘ 
* : 

; 4 whe * 
‘ 

~ "a 

: 
~ 


—_—* 


Queft. 1 Hither the Notion of the Omniformity 
of the Divine Idea’s, the Seeing all 
thines in God, Sc. be not Enthufiafm ? 

Anfw. Whether it be or no, the School-men had great 
Reafen both to invent and defend it, fince “tis the only tole- 
yable way they have, to get off with their Praying ro Saints, 
who, they fay, (2¢ all things; and, among the reft, ‘our 
Prayersin the | eatifick Vifton, or Spéculo Trimtatis, as others 
call ic. Which Notion of theirs is both abfurd, and impojfi- 
le. *Tis abfurd, to fend the poor Petitioner fo far about 5 
nay, according to this Fancy, he ought ro change the 
Form of his Ova pronobis, and rather pray to Ged that the 
Saixt might pray for him, than to the Saint that he would 
pray to God. Next, ‘tis an impoffible Suppofition : —— God 
fies all things, fay they; or rather, the Idea’s or Images of 
all things are contained in him, as we fee the Images of things 
are inaGlafs. And herea great ado they make about the 
Ideal or Intelle&tual World: —- But firft, That there be fo 
much as any fuch Idea’s, really diflinét from the things they 
reprefent, will hardly be granted. _—_ Again, Their No- 
tion of them in God 1s incongruous and bla{pbemous, or elle 
merely metaphorical: If che mages of things are reprefent- 
ed in bim, asin our Fancies, they make him Matter, and 
Paffive: \t they intend a metaphorical Reprefentation, we'd 
fain learn what they mean thereby: —-- Is it only that he 
knows all things, and reveals’em to the Saints? —- But 
what's this to rhe Speculum they talk of? And this will un- 
avoidably, as has been faid, render their Prayers to Saints 
invain:-- Again, They muft either fee all things thus re- 
refented, ux intuitu ; or elfe diftinétly, one after the o- 
ther.— If the firft, the Saints are made Gods, for they 
comprehend all things, and God does 10 more—~ I f the latter, 
they muft be to Eternity loobing over the Idea’s there, tll they 
happen to find thofe Prayers which were made to "tm from 
all parts of the World-~ Add to this, the univerfal Opinion 
of the Primitive Church, which, ar leatt, we efteem a proba- 
ble one. that Paraciceisa place diftiné from Heaven, and that 
few of tha Saints enjoy the Beatifick Vifion ull the End of the 
World; and we need fay no more to prove the Uncertainty 
and Folly of this, ar firit fight, {0 glittering a Notion. 

Queft. 2. Whether the Synod of Dort bad Truth on their fide, 
or not? And whether, if they had, they were not very unchari- 
table in excomunicaring the Remonftrants ? 

Anfw. Among feveral Queftions of the fame nature with 
this, fent us by the fame ingenious Gentleman, chs is all we 
think fir to meddle with; both becaufe they are fo deep and 
unfathomable, there being, for ought we fee, wnanfwerable 
Cbjcétions on both fides; and becaufe thefe Controverfis, 
which fo miferably diftracted the Church in the laft Age, are 
now happily laid eflep, and he muft not be very wift, who 
wou'd endeayour again to wake"em.-- If our own Opinion 
he ask’d; we hope we may without Offence give it: But ad- 
vancing no more than what we think we are fure of, afd no 
good Man will deny. As to Evil, we believe the depraved 
Nature.of Man now ftrongly inclined; but not properly necefi- 
tatedto it. AstoGood, That without fipernatural Afiftance, 
we can never perform it. Aso both, That Manis a Ra- 
tional Agent, and God deals with him as fuch,— — Farther 
than this, we care not.to venturt.—. Now,_as to the im- 
mediate Queftion, “ Whether the Synod of Dort had Truth 
“on its fide; Weare apt to believe the two Parties balv'd it 
between them, as is common enough in fuch nice Controver- 
fits — For the Jatter.part, “Whether, foppofing they had 
“Truth, they were not very srcharitable in excommunicating 
“the Remonfrants.-- Wethink it may with Juftice, be 
refolvedin the Afirmetivt,~- the Point being fo dep, and 
fo ice, concerning which-they differ’djee pay, as impra- 
cent, as uncharitable; for fo it prov’d inthe Event; —— 
whereas vow Literty is granted tovall, they neither make fo 
reac.a Noift, nor gain {uch sumerous Profelytes, as formerly. 

Queft. 3. What’s:to be thought of the old Story of the Devil 
of Mafcon? ’ : ee "es 

Arfw. Though the Wits will efteem us ovér-credulous, 
we fhall noc be afraid to own we believe that, as well as 
the Hiflory of Demon of Tedworth, to have i a as 
Isrelatced: And we have -aégood Reafen for I 
@ny Man can have for what he has not fen with his owa 
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Eyes ; we mean, credibleWitnelfes,— fach as were both e4- 
pable and boneft;— not old Womens and Children only, but a 
grave Minifter, no way credulous, in whofe Howe and Sighr 
thofe firange chings were a@ed. We have the Teftimony 
of Friends and Enemies, Papifts and Proteftants concurring 
to the Truth thereof, who cou’d have no Jxtereft to confpire 
in a Forgery: Nay, had there been any fuch thing, ‘twou'd 
have been the Jnterefi of one to have difcovered the orher. 
We have not one or two, but xamerous Witneffis; it being 
free tor all that wou'd, to be prefent. Several of the 
Pranks of this Spirit were plainly fupernatural, and there- 
fore 1c could be no Cheat: And upon the whole, we are 
certain no Man can, with any Mcdefty, dinythe Fadi, un- 
leis he'll at the fame time affirm, that ‘tis impoffible to bring 
convincing Evidence of any thing that happens where a Man is 
not actually prefent. 

Queft. 4. Whether "tis Prudence to venture to lodge in a Room 
haunced by Spirits? 

Anjw. Thad had been more cautioufly exprefs'd if ‘had 
been — Ina Room reported to be bawnted, tor we'll grant 
ali the Witch- Advocates, that there may be Tim, nay, for 
ought we know, a banaved of thole Stories falft, to ont trat;— 
though if that one be rue, “tis in vain to cry out, Ail the refh 
art faife. Tothe Queftion, we reply, A good Man may lodge 
any where, for he has his confiant Guards borh without and 
withinhim.— For anil Man, he ned not tempt the Devil, 
but wou’d do beft to keep out of Harmsway,-~ and learn 
Wit from the Story of the Lawyer, in the tore-mention’d 
Account of the Devil of Mafcon. 

Queft. 5. Wither our Diflenting Brethren can be thought 
beartily to defire an Union with the Church of England, when 
they daily print fach lnveGives againfl ber, and ber Clergy?—~ 
As, The Advice concerning Humiliation, The Appeal to 
Heaven and Karth,— Ze Spirit of the Church: Fa@ion,—w 
Prieft-craft Expofed,—- Zhe Modeft Enquiry,—~ The Tribe 
of Levis Mayor General Ludlow’s Letters,~— and the Re« 
printing Milton’s Eixovoxardsus ? And particularly, What can 
the Author of the two firit of thofe Libels mean, by bis accufing 
the King for not anfwering (sod"s Intencions in fetting bim up, 
and of letting flip fo fair an Opportunity for that grand De- 
fign ; and blaming his Chaplains for preaching fmooth Things, 
and fawcily reprimanding Her Majefty for ber manner of 
Ature ? 

Anfw. As for our Diffinting Brethrens being thought 
heartily to defire an Union with the Charch of England,— we 
fear we fhail not mi/-reprefent em, it we aniwer for the moff 
of "em,— chat they defire no {uch thing —~ they think they 
are near enough alrtady, &c.: Nor is there perhaps much Love 
lofi, a great many of t’other fide being afraid left they fhould 
come over, and willing they fhou'd cen keep where thi art, 
or be fent a Jittle farther: But there’s One abroad, that ‘tis 
hoped, when he comes home, wiil teach us all more Wit and 
Mamiers. Inthe mean time, God forbid we fhou’d abuft one 
another,. or charge on tither Party what they are not really 
exilty of. The Modeft Enquiry was writ by one who isms 
by Religion, a Lawyer, but no Diffenter, that we ever 
of := However, the Event ao that he had but too 
much Reafon for great part of what he there advances, though 
we think he pufhes fome things beyond either “Chrifiianty, 
or Humanity. The Author of che Tribe of Levi does not 

‘much troyble himfelf about any Religion, any more than thofe 
who applaud and defend that fordid Saty;— though he 
has fince made a not anbandfome Atonement for it. The 
Presbyterians can’t defend that which ts call’d Ladlow's Le 
ter, unlefs they’!] alfo defend the Murder of King Charles the 
Firft, from whofe Blood they have fo long endeavoured to 
wah their Hands. The Reprinting of Eixovonrdsug is a Trick ee 
of the Book/tller, to get Monty; forthe fame Reafon they , . ° + 
print the Zaimad, or Alcorax. The Author of the Advice Et 
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i Bodies? s 
re wen taee an Adverb referring to Place, does 
ly conaote or imply Body, which ts of the Effence of 
Plact, 2s coming inco is Definition. Accordingly, we can- 
pot readily conceive how _- Spirit can be properly in a 
Place, or any where ; at leafl, "cis 10 another manner 10 a 
Place, than a Body is3—~ but whac manner char is, ‘ts ealier 
to gaifs chan keow, unlels we grant “em Vebicles 5 which 
quickly folves che Difficulty. However, taking Wore 10 a 
larger Sint, and conceiving our Souls in Space, if not in 
Piatt, or in Vehicle, as before hinted, we chink it pr able 
ghar the Souls ot wiceed Mam are, as ‘oon as /eparatia irom 
their Bodits, in the Air, under the Cuftody of wicked Spirits, 
referv'd chere in Chains of Darknif:, ull the Judgment of the 
great Day:— And chat the Souls of good Mex are convened 
by the Angels into Abraham's Bofom. The Queftion of thefe 
fill is, — Whar is meant by this figu-ati-e Exprefean, — 
Abraham's Bofom ? We antwer, with all the Primityut Church, 
and fome very grtat Men of che Prefint, that by wide Expref- 
fon is meant Paradice, ora Place of Ref and Eajt, (not Pur. 
gation ) wherein the Souls of mo/t boly Mes are encertatn d, 
till the Uajon of them and their Bodies at the Day of Juag- 
ment.— But this being only a fpeculative Point, and not o 
the Effince of Faith, we are not ac ail pofitive in our Judg- 
ments therein ; thinkiag it much more worth the while to 
enquire whst State, than what Place we fhall be in when 
this Life us mded; which will certainly be of Foy, or Paix, 
according to our Warts. : : 

Quefl, 8. Way could not the Magicians of Pharaoh bring to 
pafs the Wonder of turning Duft into Lice, as well as they did 
she other three Wonders before ? 

Anjw. The Rabbins havea pleafamt Reafon for’t: ~ They 
tell you, thar the Devil's Pewer (with which one wou'd won- 
der how thev became fo well acquainted) extends to the 
production ot no Creature {valler thana Barly corn, But to 
leave shat among the reft of rhew ridiculous Fables, we fay, 
"cwas from no real intertal difficulty in one of thefe things, 
more than azocher, but becaule God was then pleas’d, of hi 
own geod Pleafere, to flop the Power of the Devil, trom pro- 
Ceeding any farther ; chatneither che Jews might be flum- 
bled, wor the Egyptians (c'}i they had farcher perfifted) en- 
tirely bardned ; from whole own Mouths this Miracle drew 
thar plain Conféffion,--‘* This is the Finger of God:--- Unlefs 
we'll add, chat co mortifie the Devil, and evince God's Power 
and Dominion over hin, he would not in this Jnfance fufler 
him to produce to inconfiderab'e a Creature. 

Queft. 9. Lever did, and do fully believe that there um a 
Deity, that made, and will one Day judge the World 5 yet not- 
withflanding my Faith is firm in this Pout Iam fometimes, efpe- 
chaly when by Reafon I go about to comprehend that great My- 
flery, vexatioufly troubled with wicked Thoughts concerning the 
Exiflence of God Millions of Worlds paft, if we may conceive 
fach a Time: —~ My Query u,— Whether by Reafon theft 
Thoughts may be eas'd? Or what's the belt way to diffipate 
and baxilh them ? 


and temparary, we caa have no 


and fuppofe thoufands of Ages in our Conceptions, to find 
whar Eternal is, reas we having our felves once hada 


; iont t Reafon never fully know it--- And 
this we fay "tis the Devil makes ule of, ro fumble 
thofe who are the Faith; nay, fometimes dares af 
faule with the the bef of Men. Reafen, ‘tis true, 
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- Mffigned or conceived, wherein he was tet God,—~ fince he 
muft then have once recéiv'd bis Being; --- -but this, "cis ab- 
furd and impefible that he fhou’d do, either from bimftif, or 
avother :-- If trom another, that otber wou'd be God ; if trom 
bimfelf, he mutt have been before be was. Thus much, as is 
faid, Reajon may do, bur ic avails bur little :--- The Exeny 
has a more compendious way, than pretending {till to Reafox 
with us ;--- he injects numerozs i Thoughts of the fame nature, 
fo faft, fofrequently, and jo violently, that ‘tis impoflidle, 
without 4/Jiflanct, we fhou'd be able to ftand againft him,.. 
--“ For we wrefile not againft FPlejb and Blood, &c. And 
whence is this A/fiftance to be had, but from Heaven, + 
that Faith, whereby alone we may be able to qxnch all the 
fiery Darts of the Devil ? —— and that Faith is,--- a firm De- 
pendance, and humble Hope of Help from Fifi, who has 
promifed, when he pleafes, to tread down Satan ander our 
Fut. 

Queft. 10. Whether did the Apofiles know fufficiently their 
Salvation, dftre Chrift died, and rofe again? 

Ar(w, Though the Queflion be odly propoled, we fuppofe 
by the word Sxfficiatiy, that the Qui? wou'd ask our 
Judgmenr,--- whether they knew avigit the Way to Salvation, 
or enough of the Chriffian Faith to bring "em co Avaven ?--- 
We antwer, Thar we fee no Reajon to the contrary 3 -— 
for though they were nor ( well skiil’d in the Myfferies of 
Faith before the Defcention of the Holy Ghofl as afterwards, 
yer they knew. ac leaft, much more than all thofe holy sven 
of the Old Tiftament. who lived before cur “aviour came in- 
fo the World, and not only &new mare, bur, abating the 
Iefler Infirmities of Humane Life. liv’d accordingly. —~ 
Now, if chofe Fathers bnew the Way to Happinefs. and oh- 
tain'd their Ead with mach lifs Knowledge than the Apolties 
had, ir follows, the Apoj(lles were in a Setter, rather chan a 
worfe Condinon, 

Queit. 11. Whether the Devil knows inward Thoughts 2--s 
And whither it be trae that be cavt fay, —- Verbum Caro 
faétum ? 

Axnfw. To fearch Heart’, or, which is the fame, to know 
Thoughts, 1s God's fole Prevegstive: The Devil can but gucfs 
from outward Signs, which being equivocal, May per! aps 
fomerimes deceive even che great Deceiver. —- Whether 
he can pronounce the words, “ Verbum Caro fattam, —~ 
© Tit Word was maile F leh, ~~ we ingenuoufly confels, wé 
have not (ufficient Acquaiztance with him to know, but are 
apt to believe ‘tis only an Old Wife's Story, or a fort of a 
Charm, fince we are thus far fure, that fome other Scriptures 
he could and did pronounce, in his Difbutation with our Sae 
viour. 

Queft. 12. If Adam had vigorogfly refifted the Tempra- 
tion of bis Wife, when fhe gave him to ear of the Forbidden 
Fruit, wou'd not his Sex have continy’d in thar native and un- 
fpotted Innocence, and the Race of Women only been the A- 
poftate People of the Creation ? 

Anfw. This being only a Queflion upon Suppoftion, can 
be of little Concern, that we can conceive, either ro the 
Querift, or any other.——- However, to farisfie his Jmpor- 
tunity, we fhall here give it a fhore Anfwer.—— If Adam 
had xot finned, undoubtedly he had ot fallen, one being the 
natural and necefJary Confiquence of the other, if nor indeed 
the fame thing: And if he had not fallen, neither had he 
been the wets Father of as miferable a Pofterity, which 
as they are /ike him now in Sin, fo muft have been then in 
Purity and Innocence. But then, to talk of the Race of Woe 
men, as diftin from that of Man, nothing can be mere zb- 
furd, or ricicwlous. As for Eve, ‘tis very certain, had fhe 
only finn'd, fhe only had dy'd, and that perhaps immediately, 
it being no more difficult for Infinite Power to make another 
Confort for Adam, than it was to make the firft. 

Queft. 13. Did not Eve loft great part of ber Beauty, with 
ber Innocence ? ; 

Anfw. We think it more than probable fhe did for thefe 
Rtafons:——-_ By Sin the became obnoxious to all the Dif- 
tafes which her Sex hardly know how either to bear or axm- 
ber,——— toall the Fatigues of Lift, the Taclemencies of the 
Weathtr——- her own Paffions, and ps Adam's too. 
She muft needs be exquifitely tormented with the Serfeof what 
fhe had loft, and being befides, the fata! Cauft of Adan’s 
lofing it. 10 Sorvew [lie was to conceive, and bring forth, —— 
2 greater Plague than all the — Now any of thefe 
beep efpecially all tegetber, with the Change of her Air 

Diet, after the Loft of Paradice, muft needs make 2 
great Alteration, not only in her Complixion and Air, but even 
in the whole Frame of her Body, and render her mach mer? 
4 Woman, and lefs an Angel, chan at her firft Creation. 
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